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Case

• 77 M
• Active
• Fall hiking
• “Small Heart valve leak”, otherwise healthy
• Son-in-law orthopaedic surgeon
• Right clavicle fracture







2 weeks



6 weeks



5 months



5 months





Case

• 65 Male
• Clavicle ORIF 12 years ago
• Fall of mountain bike with new pain
• Hypertension, Hyperlipidemia











Plan?What would you fix?

• Clavicle?

• Scapula?

• Both?

• Neither?













2 months







Case

• 43 F
• Anoxic brain injury when 11 months old – Drowned, DOA
• Wheelchair bound
• Normal cognition
• Clavicle fracture Jan 2024

• ORIF with allograft March 2024
• Failure of fixation
• 3 surgeries total

• Here for a third opinion



Oct 10, 24



April 10, 2024
• 1st surgery
• ORIF + allograft
• 2 weeks post-op



• 3 weeks post-op

April 19, 2024



• 1 month later
• Second surgery
• Fracture in PACU



• 2 weeks later
• Third surgery to add 2 

plates
• Aborted due to bleeding



3 weeks post-op



• 6 weeks post-op



• 3 months post-op



• 4 months post-op



Oct 10, 24





Keeps falling



8 months post-op
Jan 2025



April 2025

11 months post-op





May 2025











Teaching points

• Not all clavicle fractures need to be fixed

• If you are going to fix a distal clavicle, get good distal fixation

• Vascular injury can be an issue – make your incision over the bone

• High risk of failure in patients with osteoporotic bone and frequent 
falls. 





Case 

• 17 year old male
• Healthy
• Multiple prior clavicle fractures treated non-op
• Surgery 2 weeks ago for ORIF

• Concerns about the wound
• Told by his surgeon to go to another ER as he is out of town and 

can’t help him









• I&D
• Cultures sent
• Revision ORIF
• Vanco powder

• Picc line
• Pseudomonas 
• 6 weeks IV abx



2 weeks



6 weeks



Thank you!
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