OTI Spine Trauma Course 'Optimizing Decision-making and Surgical Techniques'
Saturday, April 18, 2025
Simultaneous to our main Trauma course.
UCSF Pride Hall at ZSFG, San Francisco, CA
Course Chairs: 
Ashraf N. El Naga, MD
David Gendelberg, MD
Anthony Digiorgio, MD
To be placed on a registration waiting list please contact Erin.simon@ucsf.edu 
Overview:
The OTI Spine Trauma Course is a one-day event focusing on the optimal treatment of traumatic spine injuries. This interactive course will couple interactive didactic sessions led by leaders in the treatment of traumatic spine injuries with hands-on laboratory and cadaveric instruction.
This course will provide a current evidence-based review of the prevalence, initial workup, non- operative versus operative treatments, and outcomes for the full spectrum of spine injuries in the skeletally mature allowing learners to apply knowledge to improve decision-making in the treatment of traumatic spine pathology.
Target audience:
Surgeons, physicians, nurse practitioners, fellows, surgeons, and operating room staff wanting to deepen their understanding of the management of traumatic spine injuries including clinical evaluation, preoperative planning, and surgical techniques.
Learning objectives:
1) Describe the prevalence, impact, and initial work up traumatic cervical and thoracolumbar spine injuries
2)  Identify and assess the full spectrum of fracture patterns that present in the cervical and thoracolumbar spine
3)  Recognize the salient features and specific considerations for each cervical and thoracolumbar injury pattern
4)  Understand the guiding principles and roles of operative versus non-operative treatment that would lead to optimal outcomes for a given spine injury




Speakers:
Ashraf N. El Naga, MD (UCSF)
David Gendelberg, MD (UCSF)
Anthony Digiorgio, MD (UCSF)
Grace Xiong, MD (Stanford)
Wyatt Vander Voort, MD (UC Davis)
Hai Le, MD (UC Davis)
More to be announced…

Program Agenda:
7:00     Breakfast
8:50     Interactive didactic sessions, Lab Session 1 with hands-on and cadaveric instruction.
12:10   Lunch, exhibitors (50 min) 
1:00pm     Interactive didactic sessions, Lab Session 2 with hands-on and cadaveric instruction.
4:00pm     Adjourn


